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NEWSLETTER

A Few Words from our President
By Kim Rellly

The Homestead, and our volunteers, have welcomed many new visitors over the
past few months who have been looking to research relatives and sharing
stories and items of interest that we have been able to add to our collection.
These have included the Devenport, Leather, Bollas, Frggman and Grant
families.

We have also had requests from England and Scotland requesting information
on grandparents as well as telling us stories of British Migrant to Australia in
the 1960s. It is so wonderful to see everyone contributing in diverse ways to
bring the storiesto life.

All these visits have given our volunteers projects to do involving skills in researching, writing, reviewing,
guestioning, formatting, recording, and sourcing images. It draws on a wide range of skills, ensuring there
isaplace for everyone to be involved.

While this work goes on, our regular activities remain an important part of life at the Homestead, including
regular visitors on Tuesdays and Saturdays and visits from local schools, walking groups, and other
organisations across Melbourne.

Whilst several other groups are celebrating milestone anniversaries, this year, we aso are celebrating our
sixty-fifth anniversary as a historical society. It is interesting time to look back on the early days of the
society and how much we have grown, how times have changed and how researching changes with
innovative technology and the internet. We have also looked to assist other community groups with the
cataloguing of their own images, stories, and documents so that they will be there for generations to come.

In March we recognised International Women's Day, followed by a remembrance Anzac Day in April. It
was just around mid-April that we obtained a list of Altona residents that listed those who enlisted in the
Navy, Army and Air Force during World War 2, and we are currently researching each of this to learn more,
and at the same time, discovering others who are not on the list.

Our research team has, as always, been busy scouring through new material discovering new stories about
street names across the areas of Altona Meadows, Seabrook, and Laverton. These are being updated on our
website continuously throughout the year. We thank our volunteers for their continued support. It is your
involvement that enables us to keep thisimportant work moving forward.

As a society we are looking forward to ancther exciting and challenging year with new opportunities to
work with many wonderful groups across Hobsons Bay. We are a small but enthusiastic group of people
who love talking about the history of the area and if you are looking to be a part of this dynamic group and
want to learn new skills please contact us.
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The Altona Laverton Historical Society is 65 Years
Old in June 2026

65TH ANNIVERSARY

he Society, originally known asthe“ Altona Historical Society” was formed in the Altona Council
Chambers on the 20th June 1961.

The formation meeting was held at 128 Queen Street Altona, the the Council Chambers at the time,
thisaddressis of course that of The Homestead which was used at that time as the Council Chambers
while the new Civic Centre was being constructed

The copy of the original rulesthat is held by the Society
includes in them the wording that the Society was, “ To
encourage the study of Australian History especially relating
to Altona” and “ To preserve or assist in the preservation of
Historical landmarksin Altona” .

It was intended that membership would consist of :
Fellows
Life Members
Members

The two page document with all other details relating to
formation was signed by the following :

Cr. A H Bond -Shire Councillor
Cr. V.Hearne -Shire Secretary
Gwen Luly -Member

On the 14/10/1996.the Australian Business Registration
A0033953F was lodged with ASIC registering the name
Altona Laverton Historical Society Inc.

Thisfollowed a merger of the Altona and Laverton
Historical Societies.

(Theinitial annual subscription was prescribed to be 10 Shillings.)
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THE FOUNDING OFFICE BEARERS ELECTED WERE AS
FOLLOWS

Cr. .\W. Cresser- President  Cr.. V.G. Hearne- Secretary

(Mmiss G.Luly 1964)
Miss Gwen Luly -Member

Councillor W.Cresser was the Shire President
Councillor V.G Hearne was a member of the Shire Council and Shire Secretary
Gwen Luly-a Society Member

Gwendolen (Gwen) Luly born in Preston August 13 1898, she was a trained
Nurse who in 1919 joined the Alfred Hospital, and in 1929 set up St Clements
Private Hospital in St Kilda ,in 1939 she cancelled the hospital registration and

spent the war years in Altona running the Air Raid Precautions (ARP), State

Emergency Council Air Raid Precaution activities.
(ref. The Australian Women's Register)

She was a member of the Historical Society for 26 years.
She was made the first Life member of the Society in 1973
Gwen Luly leftin 1982 to live with relatives in Heidelberg

The Society Newsletter No.6 of July 1988 recorded with sincere regret the Passing of Miss
Luly, she died May 23,1988.
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LIFE MEMBERS
1973 MissG.Luly, 1985 Mrs.M.Walker, 1985 Mr.A.Walker, 1985 Mr.L.Fleming, 1985 Mr.A.Clark,
1988 Mrs. J. Smalman, 1990 CR.W.Hubble, 1997 Mrs. E.Muller, 1998 Mr.B.Hanson, 1998 Mr.W.Fl etcher,

2006 Mrs. |. Middlebrook, 2010 Mrs.Margaret.Rice, 2010 Mrs.Joan Kent, 2010 Mrs. Maureen Hawkins,
2010 Mrs.Mary Hubble, 2010 Mrs. Lavinia Hanson, 2010 Mr. Bob Hawkins

OFFICE BEARERS

The participation of all members past and present, volunteers, guest speakers, the Altona and present
Hobsons Bay Council's assistance has enabled the Society to continue to date and plan for the future.

Thanksis given to all who have been, and continue to be involved with the Society.



The Haynes Family:
Life at Altona
Migrant Hostel

We were contacted recently by Stephen
Haynes, who is living in England, advising
that he and his family were residents of the
Altona Migrant Hostel, Kororoit Creek Road,
for almost three years in the late 1960s. The
following is his recollection of life there.

My story, as an English migrant, begins in
1966 when (aged 12), together with my
parents Arthur (39) and Lilian (37) and my
younger brother Brian (7) we left England
aboard the Sitmar Line ship SS Fairstar.

We departed Southampton on Sunday 22
May 1966 sailing through the Bay of Biscay,
down past Portugal and into the
Mediterranean Sea, our first port of call being
Port Said, Egypt. Passengers remained on
board at this stopover. The ship then went
through the Suez Canal and our first stop
where we were allowed ashore which was in
what was then known as Aden. From here we
sailed to Australia our first stop being
Freemantle. During this part of the journey,
we had a “Crossing the Equator” ceremony.

We disembarked at Melbourne and then
travelled back to Adelaide by train. It turned
out the work opportunities were not to be
had in Adelaide and dad, along with a new
acquaintance (Norman Rye), travelled to
both Sydney and Melbourne in search of
work.

We spent just a month in Adelaide before
dad sent for us to join him, in Melbourne,
at the Altona Hostel on Kororoit Creek
Road. We had a false start here in that the

train journey from Melbourne to the hostel
was intended for us to alight at the station
known as Mobiltown (see below), but mum
couldn’t believe this was the correct
destination, so we stayed on board through
to Altona and eventually had a taxi ride back
to the hostel.

| have read stories of old Nissan huts housing
migrants, but they were not there at the time
we arrived and stayed at Altona. The
accommodation was quite basic, there were
two rooms, a small bedroom with bunk beds
for myself and my brother and a larger room
which was both living room and bedroom for
my parents. This larger area had a sink and
drainer where you could make drinks. The
sofa would convert each night into a double
bed formum and dad, as many others did my
dad installed a long curtain rail and curtain
so that the room could be partitioned off in
the evening.

There was no toilet or bathroom within the
accommodation, this was separate and in
blocks shared with other residents as were
the laundry facilities.

Meals were provided in the main canteen
building at set times, | remember we had to
take a drinking mug and our own cutlery at
mealtimes. School lunches were provided at
breakfast time; prior to this we had to write
on brown paper bags our name and what we
would like and collect them afterwards.

Dad was a skilled worker, a qualified air
frame fitter with licences to work on various



types of aircraft and he was employed at the
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation. Mum
had retail experience and she was employed
in the city centre Myers department store.

i

Stephen, Dad (Arthur) and brother Brian
The hostel camp was off the Kororoit Creek
Road with an oil refinery to one side, fields
to the opposite side and the Creek to the
rear with the former racecourse. These
fields and the racecourse were a great area
for playing, the old racecourse grandstand
was still standing when we first arrived and
was a magnet for us young kids. The oil
refinery was also an attraction for us kids,
we would get under the fence and climb
the stairs to the top of the storage tanks,
when the shout of “mini-moke” went up it
meant the security guards were on the way
and we’d run for our lives back to the camp.

Opposite the camp entrance there was a
facility that kept sheep in pens, some of the
kids would get in there and ride the sheep
and bring back the id tags off the sheep to
show they’d been in (I was never quite
brave enough to join in that activity).

The recreational hall mentioned earlier held
youth club activities for us kids, there was
also a playground and football pitch between
that and the open fields, there was also a
playground near the front entrance to the
hostel. | am not sure how group activities

were arranged but | can recall going with
groups to the cinema in Altona. We would go
to the beaches at the rear of the hostel (past
the racecourse) and into Williamstown and
we would shorkel in the sea. The amount of
freedom we had as young teenage kids was
incredible.

Football (soccer) was also organised, | can
recall training and playing with a team called
“Helvetia” for a while. Days out with the
family included visits to the outdoor
Werribee Pool, and trips to the Dandenong
Ranges.

In amongst all this freedom there was some
education! | went to Williamstown Technical
School, and my younger brother went to
Seaholme Primary. Buses would collect us
from the hostel in the mornings and bring us
back in the evenings although it really was
not that far away. | left the school around the
end of July 1968 when we returned to
England. we returned home to England in
August 1968, | believe because mum was
missing her family too much, but for me
Australia was an exciting time to be a young
teenager with the amount of freedom given
and independence we had.




